Summary ‘cheat sheet’ for Australian gorytine* wasps

Most are medium to small wasps, rather unobtrusive. They seem less attracted to flowers than many other wasps. Their flight is typically erratic, with frequent deceleration while circling bushes. 31 genera globally - but just 6 in Australia.
They prey upon nymphal & adult Hemiptera in the suborder Auchenorryncha (i.e. cicadas, leafhoppers, treehoppers, planthoppers & spittlebugs).
Ocelli well developed; female pygidial plate usually distinct and wedge-shaped; labrum not prominent (unlike both Bembecinus & Bembix)
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Spheciina
Iiﬁfégﬁ) uz’:)mas;z:, unusually compact thorax; stout propodeum; labrum prominent; antennae
thorax - ‘c>ilcada—rl)<iller" long, gradually enlarged toward apex but not obviously clubbed; impressed burrow in soil; small
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Stizina Bembecinus 7 spp
see Spheciform sheet for details
Bembicina Bembix 84 spp

Drawing upon the following: Bohart & Menke (1976) Sphecid Wasps of the World: A generic revision; Naumann, |.D. (1991) Hymenoptera. Insects of Australia (Chapter 42), CSIRO; Australian Faunal Directory, ABRS.
Prepared by Kerri-Lee Harris (Feb 2023), for personal use. The table may include errors and omissions. Shared under CC BY-NC-SA agreement.

See also southernforestlife.net
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* | use ‘gorytine’ wasps here to refer to those Australian Bembicini other than Bembecinus and Bembix. The six genera were formerly within a tribe Gorytini (e.g. Bohart & Menke, 1976; Naumann, 1991). They were more recently separated into 3 subtribes within the tribe
Bembicini (e.g. ref 4). The collective, informal term ‘gorytine’ remains useful, however, as these wasps share many characteristics ... including their prey type (ref. 2).
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